POLITICS OF SOUTH ASIA

Wellesley College
Political Science 211

Fall 2006
Instructor: Christopher Candland Office: PNE 245
Classroom: ~ PNE 139 Office hours: Tue and Wed 2:00 - 4:00
Class hours:  Mon and Thu 4:10 - 5:20 Office phone: 283 - 2197

DESCRIPTION

The course begins by considering the politicization of religion and rise of "religious conflict" in Sri
Lanka, India, and Pakistan. We then look for the origins of these phenomena in colonial
experiences and nationalist struggles, contemporary political systems, and economic changes in
the region. We conclude with an exploration of strategies and prospects for greater human
development. Most attention will be focused on India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka.
There will also be opportunity for work on Afghanistan, Bhutan, the Maldives, and Nepal. Our
overarching concern is with the origins and viability of present political and economic institutions
and development patterns in South Asia.

REQUIREMENTS

This course requires a high level of student engagement. Students must read assignments and
provide brief responses to the reading before the class in which they are discussed and
participate in class discussions. Students might be called upon to answer questions in class.

To prepare for each class in which there is new reading, you are required to submit to the
course conference, the day prior to class, brief answers to the discussion questions or
questions of your own (either about the reading or emerging from the reading). These will not
be graded, but they are required. | will use them to organize lectures and discussions.

Other, graded, assignments include (1) informed participation in each of the 8 roundtable
debates; (2) a take-home, open book mid-term examination; and (3) a 3,000 word,
theoretically informed, empirically grounded final paper. A study guide will be distributed in
advance of the mid-term examination. The final paper is to be based on an approved
description of the research project.

GRADES AND DEADLINES
Informed participation in each of the 8 roundtable debates is worth 5 points. The lowest score will

be dropped, for a total of 35 points. The mid-term examination is worth 30 points. The final
paper is worth 35 points. Grades on late work will fall by 1 point each day after the deadline.
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READING
Our two course textbooks are:

Baxter, Charles, Yogendra Malik, Charles Kennedy, and Robert Oberst, Government and Politics in
South Asia, Boulder: Westview, (fifth edition), 2002.

Dreze, Jean, and Amartya Sen, India: Economic Development and Participation, New York:
Oxford University Press, (revised edition), 2002.

These books are available in the bookstore and are on reserve at the Knapp Center. All other
reading is on electronic-reserve or will be distributed.

VIDEOS

Videos will be shown and discussed briefly over a take-out South Asian meal, at three two-hour
periods (Sunday, September 10 from 5 to 7 pm; Sunday, September 17 from 5 to 7 pm; and
Thursday, September 21 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. (Because Saturday, September 23 is Rosh
Hashanah and Sunday September 24 is the beginning of Ramadan, the third video viewing is not
being held on Sunday, September 24.) Students are expected to attend these viewings. If
circumstances require it, students may check out films from the Knapp Library to view the videos
independently.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

| encourage students needing disability-related accommodations to see me and James Wice,
Director of Disability Services (x2434).

IMPORTANT DATES

Mid-term examination Due: Friday, November 17 by 4:00 pm

Final paper proposal Due: Friday, December 9 by 4:00 pm

Your final paper is on a topic of your choosing. The topic, however, must be approved. A one-page
proposal of your final paper will enable me to help you to focus and design your paper. Proposals

are not graded, but you will benefit if you submit a proposal by December 9.

Final paper Due: Thursday, December 21 by 4:00 pm



CLASS SCHEDULE

Thursday, September 7 Course Overview

POLITICIZED RELIGION AND "RELIGIOUS CONFLICT"

Sunday, September 10 videos and take-out dinner
(5:00-7:00 pm)

Shattered Pearl (1991: 25 min) and At the End of a Gun: Women and War (2000: 24 min)

Monday, September 11 Buddhist Revivalism in Sri Lanka

Tambiah, “Buddhism, Politics, and Violence in Sri Lanka”
(Marty and Appleby 1993: 589-619)

Buddhist Committee of Inquiry, “Religion and State in Ceylon”
(Buddhist Committee of Inquiry 1956: i-xi, 1-41)

Discussion Questions: What, according to the authors, is the origin of the sentiment that Buddhism
has been betrayed in Sri Lanka?

Thursday, September 14 Roundtable Discussion

President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse, Janata
Vimukti Peramuna leader Somawansa Amarasinghe and Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
leader Prabhakharan discuss a peace proposal — involving devolution of power to regional
governments - in Sri Lanka.

Sunday, September 17 video and take-out dinner
(5:00-7:00 pm)

Agni Pariksha [Trial by Fire] (volume one of Father, Son and Holy War) (1994: 60 min)

Monday, September 18 Hindu Revivalism in India

Singh, The End of India (Singh 2003: 3-163)

Embree, "The Function of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh: To Define the Hindu Nation"
(Marty and Appleby 1995: 617-652)

Tambiah, "Hindu Nationalism, the Ayodhya Campaign, and the Babri Masjid"
(Tambiah 1996: 244-265, 365-367)

Discussion Questions: Tagore wrote that "nationalism is the greatest evil unto itself?" What did
Tagore mean? Considering the RSS's nationalist roots and the BJP's political use of religious
symbolism what general findings might one make explaining the interaction of nationalism,
colonialism, gender, or religion?



Thursday, September 21 Roundtable Discussion

Mohandas Gandhi, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Madhav Rao Savarkar give
their views on the essential nature of nationalism in India.

Thursday, September 21 video and take-out dinner
(5:00-7:00 pm)

Khamosh Paani (2004: 95 min)

Monday, September 25 Islamic Revivalism in Pakistan

Maududi, "Jihad" (1975: 243-263)
Cohen, "Islamic Pakistan" (Cohen 2002: 161-200)

Discussion Questions: According to Maududi, what are the characteristics of the leadership of
an Islamic state? What, according to Cohen, are the main sources for recruits to Pakistani
sectarian organizations?

Thursday, September 28 Roundtable Discussion

Benazir Bhutto, Qazi Hussein Ahmad, Fazlur Rahman, and Pervez Musharaf discuss terms for
forming a new government for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

COLONIAL ORIGINS OF SOUTH ASIAN STATES

Monday, October 2 Colonial Economics and South Asian Nationalisms

Macaulay, “Minutes on Indian Education” (Woodrow 1862 (1835)): 170-184)

Marx, “British Rule in India” and “The Future Results of British Rule in India”
(Marx and Engels 1972 (Marx 1853): 35-41, 81-87)

Maddison, "The Social and Economic Impact of Colonial Rule," and "The Social Origins and
Ideology of the Nationalist Movement” (Maddison 1971: 35-71, and 72-75)

Nehru, “The Quest,” “Nationalism versus Imperialism” (partial), and “India’s Dynamic
Capacity” (partial) (Nehru 1946: 49-68, 356-380, and 499-509)

Discussion Questions: What were Macaulay's views on native education? What does Marx
mean in the colorful last sentence of his "The Future Results of British Rule in India"? How
does Maddison characterize the stages and social origins of Indian nationalism and the
Movement for Pakistan? How does Nehru conceive of Indian nationalism?

Thursday, October 5 Roundtable Discussion

Mohandas Gandhi, Thomas Babbington Macaulay, Karl Marx, and Jawaharlal Nehru discuss
the impact of British rule in India.



Monday, October 9 Fall Break

Thursday, October 12 Creation of Pakistan

Wolpert, “Karachi and Bombay Revisited (1943-44)” (Wolpert 1984: 221-236)

Jalal, “The Demand for Pakistan” and “Constructing the State” (Jalal 1990: 9-24
and 49-135)

Baxter et al, “Political Culture,” “Government Structure,” “Parties” and “Conflict and
Mediation” (Baxter et al 2003: 171-183, 184-194, 195-214, and 215-225)

Discussion Questions: Why was Pakistan created? What circumstances made it difficult for
Pakistan to transition from colonial to electoral democratic rule?

Monday, October 16 Indian and Pakistani Military Regimes

Cohen, “Pakistan and Its Army: Historical and Comparative Perspectives”
(Cohen 1984: 5-31)

Cohen, “The Military and Indian Democracy” (Kohli 1988: 99-143)

Jones, "The Army" (Jones 2002: 250-280)

Thursday, October 19 Roundtable Discussion

Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Sayyid Abul Ala Maududi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Madhav Rao
Savarkar discuss (in 1946) whether Pakistan should be created as a homeland for South Asian
Muslims. See hand-out “Roundtable on Partition” for reference material.

Monday, October 23 The Creation of Bangladesh

Jahan, “The Disintegration of Pakistan and the Birth of Bangladesh” (Jahan 1972: 185-204)
Nicholas and Oldenburg, “Introduction,” “The Agony of the Birth of Bangladesh,”
“Geo-Political Background” and “Language and Culture of Bangladesh”
(Nicholas and Oldenburg 1972: 1-16)
Sisson and Rose, “Pakistan, 25 March-October 1971” (Sisson and Rose 1990: 154-176)
Noman, “Military Rule and Civil War” (Noman 1988: 27-53)
Baxter et al, “Government Institutions,” and “Elections, Parties and Interest Groups”
(Baxter et al 2003: 266-277, and 278-300)

Discussion Questions: Why did Bangladesh declare its independence only in October 1971
months after the civil war began?

Thursday, October 26 Roundtable Discussion

Pakistan People's party leader Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, Awami
League leader Mujibur Rehman, and Martial Law Administrator Yahya Khan discuss terms (on
February 15, 1971) for the opening of the Pakistani National Assembly.



Monday, October 30 Sri Lankan Democracy

de Silva, “'The Model Colony': Reflections on the Transfer of Power in Sri Lanka”
(Wilson and Dalton 1982: 77-88)

Wilson, “Abbreviations,” “The Leading Actors,” Maps,” and “The Origins of the Unitary State”
(Wilson 1988: x-xvi and 1-24)

Baxter et al, “Government Structure,” “Political Parties,” “Conflict Mediation,” “Search for
Prosperity” and “Modernization and Development” (Baxter et al 2003: 338-387)

Discussion Questions: What was implied in the reference to Ceylon as a "model colony"?
Why according to de Silva and when did it begin to break down?

Thursday, November 2 Round-table Discussion

Four major Sri Lankan political parties discuss the status of the plantation Tamils (in 1948).
Should their citizenship and voting rights be annulled? Should they be "repatriated" to
India?

Monday, November 6 Indian Democracy

Baxter et al, “Political Institutions,” “Political Parties,” and “Groups and Multiple Demands”
(Baxter et al 2003: 55-98, 99-128, and 129-147)
Dreze and Sen, "The Practice of Democracy" (Dreze and Sen 2002: 345-379

Note: An open-book, take-home mid-term examination, requiring short-essay answers, will be
distributed in class on Fri Nov 10. It is to be completed and returned by Friday, November 17.

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DEVELOPMENT

Thursday, November 9 Roundtable Discussion

Leadership of four largest (in terms of votes cast in 2004 general elections) Indian political
parties — the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Indian National Congress, the Communist Party of
India—Marxist, and Bahujan Samaj Party — discuss Indian democracy: Is Indian democracy
failing or flourishing? What is the greatest challenge to Indian democracy and how must it
be addressed?

Monday, November 13 Human Development

Hag, “Challenges in South Asia” (Haq 2000: 71-82)

Dreze and Sen, “Introduction” and “Economic Development and Social Opportunity” (Dreze
and Sen 2002: 1-33 and 34-63)

Candland, “Institutional Impediments to Human Development in Pakistan”
(Shastri and Wilson 2001: 256-272)

Thursday, November 16 Politics of Economic Reform



Dreze and Sen, “Well Beyond Liberalisation" (Dreze and Sen 2002: 306-346)

Monday, November 20 Gender

Dreze and Sen, “Gender Inequality and Women's Agency” (Dréze and Sen 2002: 229-274)

Thursday, November 23 Thanksgiving

Monday, November 27 Microcredit and Women's Empowerment
Yunus, "The Grameen Bank Story" (Krishna, Uphoff, and Esman 1997: 9-24)
Fernando, “Nongovernmental Organizations, Micro-Credit, and Empowerment of Women”
(Fernando and Heston 1997: 150-177)
Thursday, November 30 Education and Social Movements
Dreéze and Sen, “Basic Education as a Political Issue” (Dréze and Sen 2002: 143-188)
Rampal, “Education for a Possible Structural Change” (Rao, Riirup, and Sudarshan 1996: 269-298)
Monday, December 4 Child Labor
Weiner, "The Argument" and "Values and Interests" (Weiner and Noman 1995: 3-15, 180-207)
Noman, "Child Labor in Pakistan" (Weiner and Noman 1995: 209-240)
Thursday, December 7 The "Kerala Model"
Parayil, "Is Kerala's Development Experience a '"Model'?" (Parayil 2000: 1-15)
Monday, December 11 Wrap up
Note: A one-page description of your research paper is due by December 9 by 4:00 pm. Please
follow the hand-outs on strategy, style, and citations.
Note: Your final paper is due in the Political Science Department by Thursday, December 21,

4:00 pm. Please hand your paper to one of the Academic Administrative Assistants, Lisa
Mabardy or Cyndy Northgraves.
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VIDEOS

The following are in our library. | encourage you to view some of these.

1.

Religious Violence

Shattered Pearl (25 min)
accounts of the personal tragedies caused by the civil war in Sri Lanka

At the End of a Gun: Women and War (24 min)
impact of Sri Lanka's 20 year ethnic conflict on women

Father, Son and Holy War (120 min, in two volumes)
manhood, male insecurities, and anti-Muslim violence

War and Peace (146 min, in two volumes)
documents India-Pakistan religious militarism and India-Pakistan peace activism

Poverty, Politics, and Religion: The Plight of India® Poor (32 min)
political agendas behind militant Hindu revivalist violence against India’s Christian minority

Nationalism

The Road to Independence (16 min)
from the first War of Indian Independence in 1857 to the division of the Subcontinent in 1947

A Division of Hearts (57 min)
participants in partition violence explain what they thought they were doing

Partition of Pakistan: Legacy of Blood (53 min)
Examines the role of Pakistan’s founder, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, in the partition of Pakistan

Partition

Train to Pakistan (90 min)
Partition violence convinces villagers to see themselves as Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs.

Post-Partition Politics

Egbal Ahmad and the Partitioning of India (52 min)
Ahmad investigates politico-religious ideals leading to the partition of India.

India After Independence (21 min)
India’s political history from Partition to the assassination of Indira Gandhi

The Birth of Pakistan (20 min)
Pakistan’s political history from partition to the election of Benazir Bhutto



Women and Patriarchy in South Asia

Islam and Feminism (26 min)
religion and law affecting women in Pakistan’s Punjab

Shackled Women: Abuses of a Patriarchal World (40 min)
abuses of women'’s rights by male establishments and female collaboration

Women in the Struggle Against Poverty: A Case Study (30 min)
the growing movement of Bangladeshi women who run profitable cottage industries

Bangladesh: Educating the Millions (30 min)
government efforts to make schools more accessible, particularly to girls

Jma Masjid Street burnal (20 min)
Mira Nair’s first film, a tour around the Jama Masjid area in Old Delhi

Community Development Organizations

Jgriti (25 min)
an NGO-established school’s experience with bureaucracy and politicians

The SEWA Movement (28 min)
SEWA's leadership describes the organization’s membership, mission, and accomplishments

The Women@ Bank of Bangladesh (47 min)
philosophy, development, and function of the micro-credit Grameen Bank

The Sory of Nanuben Vithalbahi and The SEWA Bank (9 min)
personal account of a clothes vendor and her support from the SEWA bank



JOURNALS AND NEWSMAGAZINES

Please browse through South Asian newspapers, magazines, and periodicals. The Clapp Library
maintains an impressive collection of serials related to South Asia, including:

Asia Survey — a monthly journal of contemporary affairs covering all of Asia
Contemporary South Asia — an accessible academic survey of current affairs

Economic and Political Weekly — India’s leading scholarly journal of political economy
Far Eastern Economic Review — a newsmagazine covering all of Asia

The Herald — Pakistan’s leading weekly newsmagazine

The Hindu — a weekly summary edition of one of India’s leading newspapers

India Today — one of India’s leading weekly newsmagazine

The Indian Economic and Social History Review — an academic journal

The Jurnal of Asian Studies — the journal of the Association for Asian Studies

South Asia: burnal of South Asian Studies — the journal of the U.K. South Asian Studies
Association



WEB RESOURCES

There are many web sites covering issues related to South Asian politics. You are encouraged to
consult the following sites.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south asia/
British Broadcasting Service South Asia

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/npp/country/index.cfm?fa=view&id=1000095
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, South Asia Resources pages

http://www.sacw.net/
South Asia Citizen's Web, a collection of reports from various non-governmental organizations

http:/www.wellesley.edu/Activities/homepage/wasac/
the web page of the Wellesley Association for South Asian Cultures

http://news.indiamart.com/ -
articles from several of India’s leading newspapers

http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/pakistan.htm
articles from Pakistan's online newspapers

http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/banglade.htm
links to the leading newspapers of Bangladesh

http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/srilanka.htm
links to the leading newspapers of Sri Lanka

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/Organizations/healthnet/SAsia/ejournals/ejournalsframe.html -
Re/productions, an on-line journal on reproductive health and gender




